
 

Upper KS2 

Can one person change the world forever? 

Skills Knowledge Why this? Why now? Vocabulary  

                                                                                                                                                                                  Did Mahatma Gandhi change the world forever? 

- Sequencing events on a timeline, comparing where it fits in 

with times studied in previous year groups. 

- To understand how society is organised in different cultures, 

times and groups. 

- To understand the development of global trade. 

- To understand and compare the different beliefs in different 

cultures, times and groups.  

 

 

              To know India was previously under British colonial rule. 

- To know that India previously had a caste system (based on wealth, 

occupation and family background.) 

- To know that Gandhi started a political movement called the Natal Indian 

Congress which carried out non-violent political protests. 

- Explore some of Gandhi’s famous protests including the most well known – 

The Salt March. 

- To know the impact Gandhi’s work has had on our lives today. 

 

- Previously the children have been able to identify the 

historical impact of civilisations and explain why 

these achievements were so important. Now they will 

start to identify in more detail the historical impact of 

key individuals and start to be able to compare the 

achievements of different civilisations, groups and 

individuals. 

 

Mahatma Gandhi 

Caste system  

Colonial rule 

Natal Indian congress 

The Salt March  

Protest  

Has Marie Curie changed the world the we live in? 

- Use sources of information to discuss different opinions about 

the past 

- Describe the main changes in a period of history using terms 

such as technological 

- Use a range of sources of evidence in order to justify claims 

about the past 

- To know that Marie Curie used findings of radioactivity to invent and mobile 

x-ray machine 

- To know when Marie Curie was alive and when her findings occurred in 

relation to other events and people 

- To know the impact Marie Curie’s work has had on our lives today 

- Previously children have learnt about the importance of 

inventions and how they can improve our lives, children 

will now learn about a specific person and justify how 

much of an effect they believe they have had on our lives 

today.  

- Marie Curie  

- X ray 

- Invention 

- Technological  

How influential was Richard Arkwright on the industrial revolution? 

- Evaluate different opinions in order to answer a questions. 

- To be able to use sources to learn about the cause and 

consequence. 

- To be able to compare the achievements of different 

civilisations, groups and people, 

-  

- To know that the Industrial Revolution brought the United Kingdom into an 

era of technology and productivity.  

- To know that it created wealth for many but social problems and poverty 

for others.  

- To know that industrialisation marked a shift from agriculture and rural 

societies, to urbanisation, machinery, factories and mass production.  

- To know that Richard Arkwright discovered how to use water to power 

cotton spinning, so that a machine could make thread. Textile factories were 

constructed across the country to weave cotton thread into textiles.  

 

- Previously children have learnt how inventions can 

improve people’s lives.  They will now use the skills they 

have learnt and knowledge they have gained to create 

their own opinion, deciding what was the biggest impact 

within the industrial revolution and whether the 

movement was positive or not. 

- Richard Arkwright 

- Industrial Revolution 

- Industrialization  

- Agriculture 

- Textiles 

 

How important was Emmeline Pankhurst in the fight for equality? 

- Describe the main changes in a period of history using terms 

such as ‘social’ and ‘political’ 

- Appreciate that significant events in history have helped shape 

the country we have today 

- Use a wide range of sources of evidence to deduce 

information from the past. 

- Explain the significance of events, people, and developments. 

-  

- To know and describe the characteristics and features of the past including 

attitudes and experiences of men and women  

- To recall details of the event – The Epsom Derby 

- To know reasons why people were fighting for the equal rights – gender 

- To know examples and details of protests carried out 

 

- Previously children have learnt that historic civilisations 

valued different groups differently, they will now learn 

about how some of these views were challenged. 

- Emeline Pankhurst 

- Social  

- Political  

- The Epsom Derby 

- Protest 

- significance  

- legacy 

 

What was Adolf Hitler’s impact on the world? 

- Explain how aspects of history have had an impact elsewhere 

in the world 

- Understand the term “century” and how dating by centuries 

works. 

- To understand the process of democracy and parliament in 

Britain. 

- Comparing significant people and events across different time 

periods 

- Identifying bias in a source and identifying the value of the 

sources to historical enquiry and the limitations of sources. 

-  

- Describe in detail historical events from the period studied  

- Show an awareness of the concept of propaganda 

- To know significant events that led to, and during, World War 2 

- To know about the key changes that took place in British society during 

World War 2 e.g., the evacuation of children, role of women. 

- To explain the consequences of historical events. 

- To learn about the significant people during this time e.g. Sir Winston 

Churchill, Franklin Roosevelt, Joseph Stalin, Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini 

and Anne Frank. 

-   

- Previously children have learnt about how conflict has 

affected individual civilisations and countries past and 

present, they will now focus on World War 2 and how 

it impacted the world.  

- Propaganda 

- World War 2 

- Conflict  

- Prejudice  

- Sir Winston Churchill 

- Franklin Roosevelt 

-  Joseph Stalin, 

- Adolf Hitler 

- Benito Mussolini 

-  Anne Frank. 

 

How important was Rosa Parks in the battle for racial equality? 

- Describe the main changes in a period of history 

- Describe the main changes in a period of history using terms 

such as ‘social’ and ‘cultural’  

- Make connections and contrasts between different time 

periods studied and talk about trends over time. 

- Starting to analyse and explain the reasons for, and results of 

historical events, situations and change. 

- Describe in detail the historical events from the different period studied  

- Describe characteristics of the past including attitudes and experiences of 

different groups of people 

- To recall details of the event – The Bus Boycott 

- To know reasons why people were fighting for the equal rights – race 

- To know examples and details of protests carried out 

 

- Children have previously learnt about how views were 

challenged historically, they will now learn to draw 

comparisons between different events, what we now 

know and past beliefs.  

- Rosa Parks 

- The Bus Boycott 

- Social 

- Cultural 

- Protests 

- Equality 
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Lower KS2 

 

Skills Knowledge Why this? Why now? Vocabulary  

What was life like for the Ancient Greeks? 

- Use a timeline within a specific time in history to set 

out the order things happened 

- Continue to develop a chronologically secure 

knowledge of history e.g., using BC/AD/Century. 

- Describe the religious diversity and beliefs of past 

societies. 

- To be able to evaluate the historical significance of the 

Ancient Greeks. 

- To understand that trade began as the exchange of 

goods. 

 

- Understanding that history is divided into periods of history 

e.g. ancient times, middle ages and modern. 

- To be able to describe the main changes of the Ancient 

Greeks using terms such as social, religious and cultural. 

- To be able to compare the city states of Athens and Sparta. 

- To be able to recall the events of the Battle of Marathon. 

- To be able to learn about the main changes in a period of 

the Ancient Greeks and how they’ve influenced current 

times. 

 

 

- Previously children have learnt about key historical 

events and figures. They will now learn about 

historical civilizations and their impact and 

significance on the modern world.  

- Ancient Greeks 

- Empire 

- Sparta 

- Athens 

- Battle of Marathon 

- Civilization  

- Social  

- Religious  

What was life like for the Ancient Mayans? 

- Sequencing events on a timeline, referring to times 

studied in KS1 to see where these fit in. 

- Recognise the part  archaeologists have played in 

helping us understand more about what happened in the 

past 

- To be aware of the different beliefs that different 

cultures, times and groups hold. 

- To know the social, ethnic and cultural diversity of Mayan society  

and the sophisticated culture in which they lived in city states. 

- To know how the Mayans lived 

- To know the Mayans were a civilisation who lived approximately 

between 2000 BCE and 900CE. 

- To know they built spectacular monuments and stepped pyramids –  

(e.g. Chichen Itza) have become world tourist destinations in the 

modern day. 

 

 

- Previously children have learnt about historic 

civilisations and how things have changed over 

time.  They will now learn about the importance of 

archaeologists in discovering this information and 

what we have learnt from them.  

- Ancient Mayans  

- Civilization  

- Society 

- Temple  

- Sources 

What was The War of the Roses all about? 

- Use evidence to ask questions and find answers about 

the past 

- Suggest suitable sources of evidence for historical 

enquiry 

- Use more than one source of evidence for historical 

enquiry 
- To understand that power is exercised in different ways 

in different cultures, times, and groups e.g., empire, 

monarchy. 
-  

- To know what the War of the Roses was (civil wars for control of 

the throne of the England). 

- To know who was involved in the war of the roses (House of York 

and House of Lancaster). 

- To know where the War of the Roses took place 

- To have an understanding of what a civil war is. 

-  

- Previously children have learnt about conflict and 

the effect it can have, they will now use evidence 

from sources to build up their knowledge of a 

specific conflict and the affect it had.  

- War of Roses 

- Civil War 

- York Rose 

- Lancaster Rose  

- Tudor Rose 

- Union 

- Heir 

What was life like for the Tudors? 

- Explain how past events have shaped our lives today  

- Suggest causes and consequences of changes in history  
- Use evidence to ask questions and find answers about 

the past 

- To understand that societal hierarchies and structures 

existed including aristocracy and peasantry. 

-  

- To know the main changes that occurred during the Tudor period 

- To know the different Kings and Queens that ruled during the 

Tudor period 

- To know the reasons for the English Reformation and what it was. 

-  

 

- Previously children have learnt about ancient 

civilisations, they will now learn about more 

modern civilisations and how the monarchy began 

to form.  They have also learnt about The War of 

the Roses, so the children will know how the 

Tudor dynasty came into power through this war. 

- Tudors 

- Dynasty 

- Henry VIII 

- Monarch 

- Reign 

What was life like for the Stuarts? 
- Describe the different account of a historical event, explaining 

some of the reasons why the accounts may differ 
- Describe the main religious and social changes in a period of 

history. 

- Identifying who is important in historical sources and 
accounts. 
 

 

- To be able to know how the Stuart dynasty began. 

- To know details surrounding event: The Gunpowder Plot. 

- To compare the rulers e.g., Charles I and Oliver Cromwell 

- To know the key dates of events occurring during the period of The 

Stuarts (1642-1651- The English Civil War- The Roundheads and 

The Cavaliers , 1653- Oliver Cromwell becomes Lord Protector, 

1660- The Restoration- Charles II is crowned). 

- To know the cause and effects of events: The Great Plague. 

 

- Previously children have learnt about historic 

events such as the Great Fire of London and why 

we celebrate Bonfire Night.  They will now learn 

specific details about the Gunpowder Plot and 

other events during this period of time to create 

details historic accounts.  

- The Stuarts 

- Charles II 

- Monarchy 

- Social 

- Religious 

- Cause 

- effect 

 

How did life change during the Victorian era? 
- Use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry 

- Describe the main social and cultural changes in a period of 

history  
- Through research, compare and contrast time periods 
- Research what it was like for men, women and children varies 

in different times, groups and cultures. and present findings 

using different forms 

- To know the decisions that Queen Victoria undertook  

- To know what life was like for people during the Victorian era 

- To know what works houses were and why they were built  

- To know what the ‘Poor Law’ was  

- To know the similarities and differences between Victorian and 

Modern life 

- Previously children have learnt about various 

leaders and monarchs, they will now learn about 

this given era and how decisions made affected 

lives. 

- The Victorians 

- Industry 

- Revolution 

- Workhouse 

- Laws 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1 

Why have buildings changed over time? 

Skills Knowledge   

- Be aware of the past, using common words and phrases, 

relating to time.  
Identifying similarities and difference between ways of life at 

different times. 

- Create own accounts of historical events  

- Explain the cause of a historical event  

- Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What 

happened? How long ago? 

- Understand some ways we can find out about the past. 

- Answer questions using a specific source, such as a book  

- Discuss who was important in a historical event 

- To know the meaning of and terms such as: a long time ago, 

years, decades, centuries, lifetime, modern, old fashioned 

- To know events that led up to The Great Fire of London 

- To know the timeline of events that happened during The 

Great Fire of London. 

- To be able to explain what happened after The Great Fire of 

London and the changes that took place. 

- To know how and why buildings have changed over time 

-  

- Previously children have learnt about how all 

buildings are different and reasons for this, they 

will now learn about how we have learnt from 

historic events and how we can compare old 

buildings from new.  

- Thomas Farriner 

- Pudding Lane 

- Great Fire of London 

- Samuel Pepys  

- Sources 

- evidence 

- Lord Mayor 

- King Charles II 

- Compare 

- Change 

 

Are humans the most powerful thing in the world? 

- Explain the cause of a historical event 

- Explain the consequences of a historical event 

- Fit people/events into chronological framework. 

- Understand and use vocabulary such as: causes, 

consequences, impact, affected 

- Understand and the use vocabulary such as: evidence, 

historical, artefacts 

- Identify similarities and differences between periods. 

- Use dates to help describe and talk about events from the past 

- To know the timeline of events that happened before and 

during the Mount Vesuvius eruption. 

- To explain what life was like during the historical 

- eruption in 79AD. 

- To use artefacts and images to understand life during 

- and after the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. 

- Previously children have learnt about how 

historical events can affect our lives today, they 

will now learn about the cause and effect of these. 

- Mount Vesuvius  

- Roman Empire 

- Archaeologist 

- Eruption 

- Pliny the Younger 

- artefacts 

Why do people make journeys? 

- Explain what impact that events from the past have had on 

the way we live today  

- Explain why someone in the past acted in the way they did 

- Explain why a given famous British person made a difference 
- Research the life a famous Briton from the past using different 

resources 
- Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 
- Identify the different ways in which the past is represented. 

- Use dates to talk about people from the past 

- Connect new learning of historical people or events to others 

that I have learnt before  

- Understand and use vocabulary such as in order, a long time 

ago, recently 

- Describe significant people from the past and talk about what 

they did  

- Children will learn about: 

*Nellie Bly 

*Ross Edgley 

*Floella Benjamin  

*Ernest Shackleton 

*Ed Stafford 

- Previously children have learnt the journeys that 

some people make and transport, they will now 

learnt about specific people and the journeys they 

have made as well as the reasons for these. 

- Significant  

- Adventurer  

- Impact 

- Journey 

- Nellie Bly 

- Ross Edgley 

- Floella Benjamin 

- Ernest Shackleton 

- Ed Stafford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Key Knowledge Development Matters Key Vocabulary  

All about me 

 

How do humans use water? 

- To know that how we have used water has changed over time 

- To know that how we transport water has changed over time 

Do inventions make the world better? 

- To know objects  we have today have not always looked like this 

- To know the uses of historical items such as mangles, rotary telephones and historic farm machinery  

- To knows differences and similarities between old and new items 

 


